General laws passed by the General Court of Massachusetts by Massachusetts.
ACTS
Passed at the Session begun and held at Boston,
ON the Twenty-seventh day of May, A.D. 17 19.
CHAPTER 1.
AN ACT FOR THE PUNISHING AND PREVENTING OF DUELLING.
Whereas, to the great dishonour of Almight}' God, iu defiance of
the laws of nature and nations, contrary to the peace of our soveraign
lord, the king, and the precious life of man, there have been in this
province, of late years, several duel[l]s and dangerous re[a]ncounters
and quarrels ; for the preventing and suppressing whereof,
—
Be it enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and Represen-
tatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
[Sect. 1.] That whoever, from and after the publication of this act, Punishment for
shall of their own heads, and for private malice [and] displeasure, in
counter"?
'^^°"
fury or revenge, fight a duel[l], combat, or engage in a rencounter
with rapier, or small-sword, backsword, pistol, or any other dangerous
weapon, to the danger of life, maihem or wounding of the parties or
the afii-ay of his majest[?/][ie]'s good subjects (altho death doth not
thereby ensue) , and be thereof convicted by due course of law, before
the court of assize, or court of general sessions of the peace, in the
respective counties of this province, shall be punished by fine not ex-
ceeding [a] [one] hundred pounds, imprisonment not exceeding six
mouths, or corporally punished (not extending to member or pillory),
an}^ or all of the said punishments, at the discretion of the court that
have cognizance of such offence, as the nature and circumstances of
the fact and persons may require ; and be also further obliged to find To find sureties,
sureties for the peace and good behaviour for so long a time as the said
court shall judge reasonable.
A7id be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
[Sect. 2.] That if any person or persons by word, writing or mes- ChaUenges.
sage, challenge another to fight a duel[l], and be thereof convicted by«
due course of law, he or they shall [also] be punished in manner and
form as aforesaid. [^Passed June 16
;
published June 30.
CHAPTER 2.
AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AN ACT ENTITULED "AN ACT IN FURTHER
ADDITION TO THE ACT FOR ENCOURAGING THE KILLING OF WOLVES,
MADE IN THE FIFTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF KING WILLIAM AND
QUEEN MARY."
Whereas, in the said act it is provided " That whensoever it shall 1715.16, chap,
happen that anj^ dog [or bitch*] shall kill or wound any sheep [lamb or ^^' ^ ^'
* The words, in this chapter marked with an asterisk, occurring in the engrossment but
omitted in the printed act, do not appear in the act referred to.
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